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Governments, who imputed to Germany desires of world-conquest, of which nobody in Germany had dreamed in 1914, in order to render the annihilation, disintegration, plundering, and outlawry of the German nation palatable to their own peoples. In 1914 the German nation had outstripped the English in many matters of economics which England regarded as her domain. In trade with many countries Germany was already ahead of England, as well as in the production of steel and other things. In this economic race for the first place, we were inexperienced politically and easily vulnerable; since 1909 ^e were obviously badly led. The giant Germany could and was to receive the deadly blow, the knock-out, which was to make him a dwarf again. As soon as Bismarck had given us a State, we had by German diligence caught up and out-stripped all other nations in economic prosperity. Thereby we became a nuisance to others; what right had we to disturb the fat livings of the older World-Powers ? England and France have pursued the aim of Germaniam esse delendam with Roman severity, and thanks to our mistakes they have achieved it. They stand there to-day as successful culprits, who have thrown off the mask now that they have made good their schemes. If the German people had realized in time the whole risk of Bismarck's creation, they would not have made themselves defenceless and thereby have accomplished the enemy's desires. We were too careless epigones. But now we experience the sight of the wolves who